Giving at Covenant
Offering our gifts is an important part of our response to God—connecting our worship
with a life of discipleship—and is a way to participate in the ministry of Covenant CRC
here in this building and around the world. Offering boxes are available,
or check your bulletin announcements for more ways to give.
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Hearing Assistance

A telecoil hearing-loop system sends a signal into the sanctuary. If your hearing aid is t-coil

@ equipped, try switching to the t-coil receiver. An FM hearing assistance system is also
available for ears without hearing aids. Consult the sound operator for assistance.

Make a Way: An Advent Journey through lIsaiah

Rooted in the book of Isaiah, we reflect together this Advent on how God
makes a way for us. That God would make a way for us is both a prayer and
a promise in the Bible, often in the midst of difficult circumstances. As we
journey through Isaiah, we pray that the Holy Spirit will move among us both
to deepen our thankfulness for Jesus Christ’s birth and to whet our appetite
for Jesus Christ’s return.
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Gather

Welcome
*Call to Worship: “With Joy | Heard My Friends Exclaim” LUYH 66:1-4
Advent Candle Lighting

The candle of Hope reminds us of Isaiah’s promised future:

when swords will be beaten into plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks.

Nations will not take up swords against nations.
We wait for this day with hope. Make a way, Lord Jesus.

*Song: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LUYH 61:1,5,6,7
*God Greets Us, We Greet One Another

*Song: “Toda la tierra/All Earth Is Waiting” LUYH 57

Renew
Prayer of Confession
Song of Assurance: “Lord, You Were Rich Beyond All Splendor” LUYH 75

Prayers for the Church and World with “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LUYH 88
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee, O Christ.

Word

Children’s Dismissal: “My Soul in Stillness Waits” LUYH 63:2

Children ages 3 years old through kindergarten are invited to a time of worship designed
especially for young children and can gather in the fellowship hall with the helpers. Our
young guests are welcome to participate in this service.

Prayer for lllumination

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55 p.1148

Message: “Abundant Hope for the Weary” Dr. Gayle Doornbos

Communion Song: “Holy Is Your Name”
1. My soul is filled with joy as I sing to God my Savior:
you have looked upon your servant, you have visited your people.

Refrain: And holy is your name through all generations!
Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen,
and holy is your name.

2. 1am lowly as a child, but | know from this day forward
that my name will be remembered, for all will call me blessed. (refrain)

3. I proclaim the power of God, you do marvels for your servants;
Though you scatter the proud-hearted
and destroy the might of princes. (refrain)

4. To the hungry you give food, send the rich away empty.
In your mercy you are mindful of the people you have chosen. (refrain)

5. In your love you now fulfill what you promised to your people.
1 will praise you, Lord, my Savior, everlasting is your mercy. (refrain)

Words: Luke 1:46-55, David Haas, Music: Irish Traditional, © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.

The Thanksgiving: “Holy Is Your Name” (chorus—see lyrics above)

Sending

*Words of Sending
When waiting feels heavy and the future is uncertain, Christ is our companion.

Make a way for hope.

When joy breaks through, when peace is abundant, and the way is clear—
may these be signs of Christ’s presence already among us.

Make a way for hope.

*Benediction

*Closing Song: “Make Way”
1. Make way, make way, for Christ the King in splendor arrives.
Fling wide the gates and welcome him into your lives.

Chorus: Make way, make way for the King of kings.
Make way, make way! and let his kingdom in.

2. He comes, the broken hearts to heal, the prisoners to free.
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, the blind shall see. (to chorus)

Words & Music: Graham Kendrick © 1986 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music (admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing)



The Institution: 1 Corinthians 11

Memorial Acclamation
Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Dying he destroyed our death. Rising he restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Prayer of Consecration, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

The Invitation
We invite you to come down the center aisle to the communion table at the front of the
sanctuary. You may partake at the table or take it back to your seats to partake there.
Gluten-free bread is available on the table.

Communion Song: “Come to the Water”
1. O let all who thirst, let them come to the water.
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
without money, without price.
Why should you pay the price, except for the Lord?

2. And let all who seek, let them come to the water.
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
without money, without strife.

Why should you spend your life, except for the Lord?

3. And let all who toil, let them come to the water.
And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord:
all who labor without rest.

How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord?

4. And let all the poor, let them come to the water.
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord:
bring the children without might.

Easy the load and light:, come to the Lord?

Text & Music: John Foley, based on Isaiah 55:1-2, Matthew 11:28-30, © 1978 John B. Foley, S. J., New Dawn Music/OCP Publications

*Song of Response: “Come, You Sinners, Poor and Needy”

1. Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love and pow'r.

3. Come, ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall;
if you tarry till you're better, you will never come at all.

4. Come, arise, and go to Jesus, he will take you in his arms;
In the love of your dear Savior you are safe from all alarms.

Text: Joseph Hart, Music: W. Walker’s Southern Harmony

Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

It is our joy to give you thanks and praise, O God of hope

In the beginning, you spoke light into darkness

and set before your people the promise of a future filled with peace.
Through prophets like Isaiah,

you gave us a vision of nations streaming to your mountain,

of swords beaten into plowshares and war being no more.

In every age, you have called your people to walk in your light

and to wait in hope for your coming kingdom.

Yet we confess: waiting is not easy.

With all creation, we groan for redemption,

longing for what we do not yet see.

Still, your Spirit sustains us with patience

and in Christ Jesus, you have given us a sure and living hope.
Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels

and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name:

Song: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LUYH 81:5

Blessed are you, O Christ, the light of the world.

In you, the hopes and fears of all the years are met.

You came among us, full of grace and truth,

walking our roads, knowing our sorrows,

bearing our sin, and breaking the power of sin and death.
Through your cross and resurrection,

you have made a way where there was no way.



