Daalm €S

It is that time of year again—the time when we
bring in the last green tomatoes before the frost
arrives, when we clean up the gardens and put
away the gardening tools for the year. It’s the
time of year when tractors and wagons slow down
traffic on the road and the dust from the harvest
turns the sky red at sunset. And it is in this season
that we are given Psalm 65 as the lectionary
psalm for Sunday, October 26:

8 The whole earth is filled with awe
at your wonders;
where morning dawns, where evening fades,
you call forth songs of joy.
9 You care for the land and water it;
you enrich it abundantly.
The streams of God are filled with water
to provide the people with grain,
for so you have ordained it.
10 You drench its furrows and level its ridges;
you soften it with showers and bless its crops.
11 You crown the year with your bounty,
and your carts overflow with abundance.
12 The grasslands of the wilderness overflow;
the hills are clothed with gladness.
13 The meadows are covered with flocks
and the valleys are mantled with grain;
they shout for joy and sing.

God of life and love,

we rejoice in your abundant gifts.
God of the earth and the heavens,

we praise you for your provision.
God of life and love,

we bless your holy name.
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Pastoral Search Process

The Pastoral Search Committee has been fol-
lowing the Christian Reformed Church re-
source “More Than A Search Committee” to
guide us in finding a new pastor.

Step one of the process is to create a church
profile. We used the template provided by
the CRC that asks relevant questions about
our church and surrounding community.
Through the church profile, we gave prospec-
tive pastors an overview of what to expect if
they became our pastor: our church and com-
munity makeup, our facilities, the salary and
job expectations, our church’s strengths and
weaknesses, and our worship practices, just
to name a few. Step one is complete!

We are currently working through steps two
through four. Step two is to update the
church’s website. We have looked through our
website and noted outdated information, such
as committees that are no longer active or
have changed names, as well as pages and
links that no longer work. Because the web-
site will be one of the first places a prospec-
tive pastor will visit, it needs to be accurate.
We’ve noted these inconsistencies and are
working toward fixing them.

Step three is to post a listing on the CRCNA
Network, which houses job openings across
the CRC. We have most of the information
necessary to post a listing—a written job de-
scription and a finished church profile. We
expect to have our job posted within the next
couple of weeks, but ideally, our church web-
site would be cleaned up prior to posting. We
also plan to post an advertisement in The
Banner.

Step four is to solicit names of prospective
pastors from the congregation. This is where
you come in! If you have a nhame to submit to
the committee, please tell Sally Jongsma or
email her at jongsma@mtc.net.

We are just beginning work on step five,
which is to explore pastors in PastorSearch, a
database of all pastors in the CRC. Once we
get the login credentials, we can look through
these pastors, and even filter for things like
length of time served in their present job and
regions in which they are willing to serve.
This extensive list gives us an opportunity to
discuss the qualities we are looking for in a
pastor.

Steps six through eight will come once we
start to get applicants from our job postings.
Then we will review their profiles, think
about which applicants would be a good fit
for Covenant, and reach out to these prospec-
tive pastors.

For the Search Committee,

-Jﬁyllm Wﬁ

We rely on Covenant mem-

- bers to be the hands and

. feet of Christ in a variety of

'.333 ways each Sunday—both to
i 5 our Covenant family as well

.::1-’ X

o as to all the visitors and

" college students that may
walk through our doors. Students in 7th grade
and up can sign up for greeting, ushering, val-
et, and coffee service. We hope each of you
will consider the list of Sunday service oppor-
tunities and think about ways that you can
serve. Here is the link to the survey: https://
tinyurl.com/SundayServants
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Mickelle Adama—Life i Transition

My niece Michelle grew up in Oostburg, Wis-
consin and went to Dordt University, graduat-
ing in 2003. She was interested in Special Edu-
cation from growing up with a cousin who has
Millers Syndrome. Her cousin, Katie, went to
Oostburg Christian School for elementary and
to Elim Christian for high school. Michelle’s
family also had a heart for people with disa-
bilities with their family having several disa-
bled young people live with them in their
home. You can see how Michelle developed
her Christian heart direction.

After graduation, Michelle went to teach at
Nicaragua Christian Academy. She soon real-
ized that the very poor disabled children were
not getting the same schooling so she became
involved with establishing Tesoros de Dios.
After three years she transitioned to being
Director of this new endeavor.

Michelle has had some health issues and took
a sabbatical in 2019 and was honored as the
Dordt Distinguished Alumni. Michelle returned
to Nicaragua afterwards. Tesoros de Dios
helped Michelle stay by getting another per-
son to be head of school. Recently she did
have to take over for a while, but they do

have a new head of Tesoros de Dios.

Michelle got a Masters in Marriage and Family
Counselling online to help with the personal
problems of her staff. This helped her deal
with many issues that her staff confronted
each day.

Her brother, Vinnie, and his wife Kate and
their two sons came to Nicaragua in 2021.
Vinnie does work with Tesoros de Dios and
with local churches. Kate is a science teacher
at Nicaragua Christian Academy. Their two
sons are in 4th and 7th grades.

Kathleen Van Tol, from our church and from
Dordt, is a board member and a consultant for
Tesoros de Dios and updates us on this minis-
try. | have asked her many questions over the
years. Thank you, Kathleen, for your work for
the Lord.

Please pray for Michelle’s health and pray for
insight into what she would like to do with
her skills. Michelle is very talented and a
strong believer in our Savior. Pray that the
Lord guides her steps each day.

Pam Adans

N Here’s an update
from Pastor Gian-
MISSIONARY NEWS niand Iglesia Vida
y Esperanza in
Miami, FL.

Dear friends at Covenant Church, thank you
for standing with us—through your prayers,
encouragement, and financial support—as
true partners in this church plant. In a com-
plex season for many families in Miami, the
Gospel continues to bring renewal: in Christ

we encounter abundant life that heals, an-
chors, and sends us in hope.

Personal Update
We give thanks to God for family milestones
that remind us of his goodness:

e Qur grandson, Lucas, celebrated his first
birthday on August 30.

e Qur son Esteban and his wife, Ashley,
mark their first year of marriage this fall.
(Continued on page 6)
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Novesber E\AM ¥ Asniverssnies

1 Jan Bajema Mia Mercado Castelan 28 Neil Collins McCarthy
Clark Stiemsma Lauren Vander Plaats Doug & Marge DeBoer
Joni Visscher Channon & Joni
3 Natalie Brummel Visscher
Benjamin Hummel 18 James Rylaarsdam
Mary Ploegstra 29 Laremy DeVries
20 Courtney Rylaarsdam Claire Hummel
5 Vaughn Donahue Duane & Jan Bajema Nick & Cambri
Rue Mellema Paul & Ruth Clousing Pomrenke
Ben Van Schouwen
21 Cambri Pomrenke 30 Ed & Mary Dengler
8 Rebecca DeSmith Alejandro & Isabel
Kristi Hummel Castelan
10 Stephen Schreurs 23 Bob DeSmith
Sadie Landman
11 Verlyn De Wit
24 Louisa DeVries
13 Felix Postma
Sophie Visscher 26 Georgina Gracia
David Taylor
14 Mark Christians
Nancy Vanden Bosch 27 Tim Kamp

Ryan Zonnefeld

Ron and Carol Oostra have been blessed
with two great-grandchildren. Keaton Kuhn
was born to our granddaughter Cara and
Wilson on July 20, and Peyton Grace Kooima
was born to our granddaughter Jordyn and

Colton on October 12. God is so good!

Ron ¥ Carol Dostra




. Pam Adams

“ Jo A, Andy L, Linda V
Usbers

‘u Dennis DJ, Rin G, Rock MC

* Lee R, Kris VP, Erika VS,
Kurt V, Jason W
Sulstitutes

If you are unable to serve on your assigned
date for coffee, usher, or greeter, contact:

Doug DB, Luke H, Carol O,
Don TN, Lois VZ, Channon V

Thardes for servisg!

Nursery Monitor: Joni V

November 2
AM Dave & Emily K, John & Linda V

November 9
AM Jeff & Sara P, Kyle & Andrea D

November 16
AM James & Courtney R, Kurt & Sharon V

November 23
AM Rob & Megan H, Nick & Jenni B

November 27—Thanksgiving Day
AM Steve & Pat C, Luke & Sarah H

November 30
AM Bob & Rebecca DS, Laura J

December 7
AM Andy & Rachel L, Jason & Sara H

Couritn Copy—it's of 1o you!

The Courier is issued monthly at Covenant
church. If you have copy that you wish to be in-
cluded, send it to the church office. Each issue is
distributed on the last Sunday of the month. Copy
deadline is Monday, November17 for the Decem-
ber issue. (Note the early holiday deadline.)

Join us for our 6:00 PM Sunday evening
gatherings this month:

November 2: Vespers

November 9: Edifying Engagement:
Science & Faith

November 16: Edifying Engagement: Fred
Wilgenburg, Adrianna (Oudman) Herrera

November 23: Vespers

November 30: No evening gathering
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As we enter the Thanksgiving season, the dea-
cons encourage you to reflect on the blessings
in your life and consider how you might ex-
tend that gratitude to others. Information
about the Fall Special Offering will be availa-
ble in your church mailboxes in early Novem-
ber so you and your family can think about
how you can give an extra blessing to organi-
zations that our church supports.

This year’s Thanksgiving offering will support
a variety of organizations that make a mean-
ingful impact both locally and globally. Every

contribution—no matter the size—helps these
groups continue their vital work in supporting
individuals and communities in need.

Together, we serve as the hands and feet of
Jesus, serving with compassion, love and
gratitude for all He has given us. Thank you
for your generous gifts during this season of
thankfulness.

-Mark Horstmasn

For the Covenant Deacons

(Kyle Dieleman, Mark Horstman, Dave
Kramer, Lee Mellema, Micah Schreurs, Atul
Shinde, Josh Van Schouwen, Val Zonnefeld)

Missionary News

(Continued from page 3)

Life & Growth in the Ministry

Week by week, the Lord is shaping a vibrant,
intergenerational community at Vida y Es-
peranza. What we see on Sundays is more
than attendance; it’s a family learning to
worship, serve, and grow together. Children
are formed in Scripture alongside their par-
ents; youth are taking courageous steps of
faith; couples are laying Christ-centered foun-
dations for their homes. Across small groups
and prayer gatherings, people find friendship,
pastoral care, and a place to belong. Disciple-

ship is not an add-on—it is the pathway most
of our church is walking.

e First youth cohort: Eight students com-
pleted the preparation course and are
ready to make public profession of faith.

e Stable Sunday attendance: Approximately
60 people gather weekly, with newcomers
integrating into the life of the church.

e Children’s ministry: Active and growing—
discipling kids with Scripture, prayer, and
age-appropriate formation alongside par-
ents.

Discipleship pathway: About 70% of the
(Continued on page 7)

Giving Graph

Fund Budgeted Received Difference
(1/1/25-10/12/25)
General $272,593 $258,527 -$14,066
(8/1/25-10/12/25)
Christian Education $26,760 $24,869 -$1,891
(1/1/25-10/12/25)
Refresh Building $58,662 $64,112 +$5,450
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Missionary News

(Continued from page 6)
church participates in study groups, men-
toring, and formation that deepen biblical
convictions and community.

e Newlyweds’ group: Four couples meeting
for fellowship, prayer, and mutual sup-
port in early marriage.

e Small groups & prayer: Youth, women,
and men meet regularly; home prayer
gatherings continue to nurture faith and
pastoral care.

Serving Our Neighbors

Our ministry extends beyond our gathering
space into Miami’s neighborhoods. Through
trusted partnerships, we respond to practical
needs with tangible help and spiritual care,
embodying the compassion and justice of
Christ among immigrant families and vulnera-
ble neighbors. In collaboration with local
partners, we regularly provide:

e Food distribution for families under eco-
nomic pressure.

e Legal assistance clinics and referrals, es-
pecially for immigration processes.

e Spiritual care and counseling for individu-
als and families navigating crisis.

These efforts allow us to embody Christ’s

compassion and justice across Miami’s neigh-

borhoods.

Challenges & Pastoral Care

Alongside growth, we are carrying real bur-
dens. Several families are navigating complex
immigration realities, and the departure of
dear brothers and sisters has left tender spac-
es in our pews. We are seeking a facility that
fits our discipleship and education needs
while stewarding resources wisely. In all of
this, we trust the Lord to provide and guide.

e Immigration hurdles: Several families face
significant legal challenges; we accompa-
ny them with advocacy, prayer, and prac-
tical support.

e Self-deportations: Three families self-
deported this year; we are tending to
grief, transition, and reconnection.

e Facility need: Seeking an appropriate,
affordable new facility that enables Chris-
tian education, discipleship, and sustaina-
ble growth.

e Financial pressures: As ministry needs ex-
pand, we steward every gift carefully and
trust God for ongoing provision.

How You Can Pray With Us

e Grace, justice, and provision for families
facing illness, hardship, and immigration
challenges.

e The Lord’s guidance to secure a suitable,
affordable location for worship and Chris-
tian education.

e Wisdom and unity for leaders and volun-
teers as we strengthen discipleship and
outreach.

e Spiritual growth, courage, and joy as we
welcome new members and develop min-
istries.

e Blessing and fruitful impact for our up-
coming Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christ-
mas community programs and outreach.

Thank you for your faithful partnership in the
Gospel. Every testimony and transformed life
at Vida y Esperanza is fruit we share with you.
We also pray and give thanks for your church
in its pastor search process. In all things, we
hold fast to Jesus’ promise of abundant life.

Dastor Giarsi Gracia
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The youth group showed off their pumpkin
. carving and painting skills on Wednesday,
October 22. They would probably love noth-
ing more than a congregational vote to de-
clare a winner, but we all know that the
real winners are Nick Breems and Carlene
Van Schouwen, who love and mentor these
kids during Youth Group—and keep them
from devolving into chaos (which is a feat,
considering the sheer volume of words that
come from these kids’ mouths.




