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Scripture: Luke 1:39-45            p.1588 
 

Sermon: “Gospel Reunion”          Pastor Joel Kok 
 

Response 

 

*Song of Response: “What Child Is This”        LUYH 95 
 

Offertory Prayer and Offering of our Gifts 
Each week at Covenant we receive a monetary offering to support the mission and minis-
try of the church. This morning’s offering will support the Tuition Assistance Fund, which 
helps support families who otherwise would still not be able to meet the financial obliga-
tions of Christian education. 

 

We Share our Joys & Concerns and Pray for Each Other 

Sending 
 

*Song: “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”       LUYH 69 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Closing Song: “We Are Waiting” 
We are waiting, we are waiting, we are waiting for you. (repeat) 

 
Text and Music: Katie Bowser, © 2015 Velveteen Songs 

Worship Participants 
Pastor: Pastor Joel Kok  Piano: Mike Janssen  Guitar: Laremy DeVries  Bass: Derek Friend 

Vocalist: Rebecca DeVries  Brass: Kurt Frisch, Mike Janssen, Sara Ploegstra, Ryan Smit 
Worship Leader: Dennis DeJong  Readers: Josue & Ana Feliciano 

Candlelighters: Emily Eppinga, Cambri Zonnefeld 
Sound: Jeff Ploegstra  Projection: Dane Hibma  CCLI #493458  OneLicense #A-721171 

Advent 

December 23, 2018 

The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God’s 
actions—past, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s 
coming as addressed to us—people who wait for the second coming. 
 

† Cover designed by Christina Chahyadi  
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Preparation and Praise 
 

Prelude: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly,”  “Les Anges dans nos Campagnes,” 
   “The First Nowell”        arr. M. Rondeau 
 

Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship 
The Lord whom you seek shall suddenly come to his temple; 
The Lord, who leads Joseph like a flock! 
Behold, he is coming. Rejoice greatly! Shout in triumph! 

Our king is coming; the righteous Savior, 
who shall speak peace to the nations. 

 

*Song: “Savior of the Nations, Come”              LUYH 74:1-3 
             “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”              LUYH 79:1,3 
 

*Prayer of Invocation 
 

*God Greets Us, We Greet One Another 
 

*Song: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 
dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

Renewal 
 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 1:47-55 (NRSV)         p.1589 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all gener-
ations will call me blessed; for the mighty one has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to genera-
tion. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his de-
scendants forever.” 

Reflection 
Where do our lives encounter this prophetic vision? 
. . . Are we lowly servants upon whom God looks with favor? 
. . . Does our pride sometimes interfere with what God seeks to accomplish 
 through us? 
. . . Do we sometimes let our need for power and control interfere with God's 
 work? 
. . . Are we sometimes rich in things and poor in soul? 

 

Moment of Silent Prayer and Meditation 
 

Song: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” & “We Are Waiting” 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

We are waiting, we are waiting, we are waiting for you. (repeat) 
 

Text and Music: Katie Bowser, © 2015 Velveteen Songs 

 

The Candle Lighting 
The Mighty One has done great things! Holy is God's Name! 
The Light of the World is coming. 
With Mary, our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. 
God's mercy endures from generation to generation 
for those who are in awe of God. 
The proud, the rich, the mighty no longer have power over us. 
The lowly are lifted up, and the hungry are satisfied. 
We see the light of God shining over the land. 
We light a fourth candle in anticipation of the wondrous birth. 
We will open our hearts that Love may have a place to dwell. 

 

The Word 
 

Children’s Blessing: “My Soul in Stillness Waits” (chorus only)     LUYH 63 
 

Children ages 3 years old through Kindergarten are invited to come to the front of the 
sanctuary to receive a prayer of blessing before going downstairs to the Multi-Purpose 
Room for a time of worship designed especially for young children. Our young guests are 
welcome to participate in this service. 
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