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We are Sent with God’s Blessing 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Closing Song: “Great Is He” 
Altos: Great is he who’s the King of kings and the Lord of lords, 

he is wonderful! 
 

Sopranos: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, he is wonderful! 
 

Men: Alleluia, salvation and glory, honor and power, he is wonderful! 
 

Author Unknown  
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Eastertide 

April 8, 2018 

Because the good news of Easter can hardly be contained in a single day’s 
celebration, Easter is only the first of fifty days of Eastertide, the “Great Fifty 
Days” that lead up to Pentecost. This season is designed for extended celebra-
tion, for exploring the ramifications of Easter for the redemption of all crea-
tion, and for joyful Christian living. 
 
Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, © 2004, CRC Publications. 
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God Gathers Us for Worship 
 

Welcome 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

*Call to Worship 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

*Song: “Come, People of the Risen King” 
1. Come, people of the risen King, who delight to bring him praise: 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing to the Morning Star of grace. 
From the shifting shadows of the earth we will lift our eyes to him, 

where steady arms of mercy reach to gather children in. 
 

Chorus: Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

 

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun, 
and those weeping through the night; 

come, those who tell of battles own, and those struggling in the fight. 
For his perfect love will never change, and his mercies never cease, 

but follow us through all our days with the certain hope of peace. (chorus) 
 

3. Come, young and old from every land – men and women of the faith; 
Come, those with full or empty hands – find the riches of his grace. 

Over all the world, his people sing – shore to shore we hear them call 
The Truth that cries through every age: “Our God is all in all!” (chorus) 

 
Words and Music: Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend, © 2008 Thankyou Music (admin. by worshiptogether.com songs)  

 

*God Greets Us, We Greet One Another 
 

*Song: “Mfurahini, haleluya/Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”       LUYH 188:1,4,5 
 

We Are Renewed in God’s Grace 
 

Prayer of Confession 
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right for us to give thanks and praise.  
...Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels  
and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

 

The Institution  
...Therefore we proclaim our faith as signed and sealed in this sacrament:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Prayer of Consecration 
...We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Distribution of the Elements 
 

Psalm 103 
Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  
Praise the Lord, my soul; and forget not all his benefits— 
who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases,  
who redeems your life from the pit  
and crowns you with love and compassion.  

 

We Offer our Gifts  
Our gifts to Covenant's Compassion Fund provide monetary support to our members 
who have financial needs.  

 

Offertory Song: “Bless the Lord, My Soul”     LUYH 836 
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We Respond with Thanksgiving  

 

*Song of Response: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”    LUYH 772 
 

Offertory Prayer and Offering of our Gifts  
Each week at Covenant we receive a monetary offering to support the mission and minis-
try of the church. This morning’s offering will support the Christian Education Fund which 
provides funds for the education of our children at one of our local Christian schools to 
help keep tuition down to a level that is affordable for most of our families. 

 

We Celebrate Communion  
 

At Covenant, we believe that this is not the table of Covenant Christian Reformed 
Church; it is not the table of the Christian Reformed Church in North America, it is the 
table of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We therefore invite all who believe in 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior to come to the table to be fed and nourished. We also be-
lieve that this is a family meal. If your children have shown an interest in taking commun-
ion, please contact your elder who would be happy to talk through that with them. This 
morning we will pass the elements. Please wait until all have received them; we will par-
take of them together. 

 

Preparing the Table 
All things come from you, O Lord. 

And of our own, we have given you. 
We bring bread; you give your body. 
We bring wine; you give your blood. 
We bring our offerings; yours is the sacrifice. 
Let us bring our gifts to be prepared for the communion feast of our Lord. 

 

*Hymn of Praise: “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”   LUYH 965 
 

Trinitarian Invocation  
Is the Father with us? The Father is with us!  
Is Christ among us? Christ is among us!  
Is the Spirit here? The Spirit is here!  
This is our God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
We are God's people. We are redeemed.  

 

 

Sung Prayer of Confession: “Have Mercy” 
Have mercy on me. Have mercy on me. 

O Lord, have mercy. O Lord, have mercy. 
 

O help my unbelief. O help my unbelief. 
O Lord, have mercy. O Lord, have mercy. 

 
Words & Music: Sandra McCracken, Thad Cockrell, © 2015 Drink Your Tea Music  

 

Assurance of Pardon (based on I Corinthians 15:3-7, Colossians 1:15-20) 
“This is the good news that we have received, 
in which we stand, and by which we are saved: 

Christ died for our sins, was buried, was raised on the third day, 
And appeared first to the women, then to Peter and the Twelve, 
and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe Jesus is the Christ, 
the Anointed One of God, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
the firstborn from the dead, 
in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell 
by the power of the Spirit. 
Christ is the head of the body, the church, 
and by the blood of the cross reconciles all things to God. Amen. 

 

*Song of Thanksgiving: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”          LUYH 
193:1,2 
 

God Speaks to Us Through His Word 
 

Children’s Blessing: “He Is Lord”                 LUYH 227:1 
 

Children ages 3 years old through Kindergarten are invited to come to the front of the 
sanctuary to receive a prayer of blessing before going downstairs to the Multi-Purpose 
Room for a time of worship designed especially for young children. Our young guests are 
welcome to participate in this service. 
 

Scripture: John 20:19-29           p.1686 
 

Sermon: “Can It Really Be?!”       Rev. Bernie Haan 
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